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KNOWLEDGE ISSUES 5 4 3 2 1 0 
Recognition/ understanding of 
problems of knowledge (PofK) 
appropriate to topic 

Excellent  Satisfactory  Very poor Appropriate PofK not 
recognized 

Development of ideas relevant to TOK Consistently  Generally  Irrelevant  
Presentation imaginative Highly  Somewhat  No  
Candidate’s original thinking Yes  Somewhat  No  

 

QUALITY OF ANALYSIS 5 4 3 2 1 0 
Level of critical reflection and insight 
into analysis of topic 

Excellent  Satisfactory  Very poor Appropriate PofK not 
recognized 

Treatment of divergent points of view Excellent  Satisfactory  Very little  
Pres. engages with issues Thoroughly  Adequately  Superficially or non-

engaging 
 

Recognition of relevant personal 
viewpoints, values and biases 

Explicit  Some  Little awareness  

Acknowledgement of viewpoints, 
values and biases of others 

Full  Some  Little awareness  

Logical validity of arguments Always valid  Generally valid  Invalid or arguments 
non-existent 

 

Main points Evaluated & cogently 
justified 

 Justified  Not justified  

Account of implications Meticulous and 
thoughtful 

 Yes  No  

 

KNOWLEDGE AT WORK 5 4 3 2 1 0 
TOK thinking skills applied to an issue 
contemporary to the student 

Excellent  Satisfactory  Very poor TOK thinking skills not 
applied to 

contemporary issue 
Relates abstract elements of TOK 
programme to concrete, contemporary 
issue 

Explicitly and 
successfully 

 Yes  Very little attempt  

 

CLARITY 5 4 3 2 1 0 
Main ideas clearly conveyed Excellent  Satisfactory  Very poor No 
Main ideas coherently conveyed Excellent  Satisfactory  Very poor No 
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